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‘The Peng Yu case’

2006



“I saw him push me” - Old lady

“we want justice” - family of OL

“if he didn’t push her, why sent her to hospital and paid for

her?” - family of OL

“…the best way to avoid this for senior citizens is try not to

fall…” - commentary from http://m.v4.cc/News-1537603.html



“…the more practical way for the 

defendant - if he wanted to do a good 

deed - is to help with identifying who 

pushed her, not helping her himself” 

—verdict (first sentence) 



Education System of China
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For thirteen hundred years, Chinese emperors were delivered a 

homogeneous and obedient citizenry in three ways. First, through the 

exams, the recruited individuals who demonstrated the greatest 

commitment to Confucian thinking to help defend the status quo and 

perpetuate the regime. These fortunate scholar-officials became not 

only devout defenders but also capable promoters of imperial rule. 

Skilled writers and speakers of Confucian thinking, they were living 

examples of the benefits of studying for the exam. Second, even those 

who failed at the exams became defenders and promoters, because 

often they were hired as teachers to help prepare future generations for 

the exams. Third, after decades of studying the Confucian texts, even if 

a man did not become a believer, he would have little time, energy, and 

resources left to develop the skills, knowledge, and independent ideas 

needed for a rebellion

From Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Dragon by Yong Zhao (Jossey-Bass, 

2014)



The One Child Policy

18 Sep 1978





The Consumer Culture



“Exam-oriented education” refers to the factual existence in our nation’s 

education of the tendency to simply prepare for tests, aim for high test 

scores […] while ignoring the real needs of the student and societal 

development […] “Test-oriented education” violates the Education Law

and Compulsory Education Law and deviates from our education policy. 

National Education Commission “Several suggestions for the promotion of 

quality education in secondary and elementary schools” (1997)



…adding music, arts, dance, drama, opera and visual arts to the curriculum at 

of all levels […]keep developing non-compulsory courses such as art history, 

criticism and art practice […] and strengthening arts education reform.

The State Council “Several suggestions for the reinforcement and reform of arts 

education in schools” (28 Sep 2015)



‘The second child policy’

Nov 2015


